AFTER   EVEREST
could not see the use of prolonging the agony of continual
breathlessness and unrest. Very soon after that, he lapsed
gradually into unconsciousness, and died peacefully on
September 27th, 1934. His tremendous popularity and
local influence were testified by the immense crowds who
attended his funeral, and were all the more remarkable since
he never courted popularity, but acted always and only
according to his conscience.
His cheerful and optimistic disposition prompted a letter
in The Times next day, in which he was described as " the
man who has done more laughing in his life than any man
I know/' One of his obituary notices described him as one
" whose presence lesser folk found comforting and reassur-
ing, so strong, so unassuming, so devoid of pretence/' A
few days before his death he wrote : " Considering the pace
at which much of my life was lived, tho' I was never a rapid
worker, I have had a very good innings, for which blessed
be God/* All his family look back with joy at his hap-
piness and goodness, and many have been helped by his
straightness and his wise, considered judgment. He never
forced his ideas on people, but always seemed to invite
them to give of their best and to think for themselves
honourably and straightforwardly. I cannot myself ima-
gine a more ideal father, and his good qualities were so
widespread, as it were—not confined to any one side of life,
but permeating it all, and making a noble thing of it.
His interests ranged from painting and architecture to
politics and religion, and in all he welcomed the modern
point of view. His friends were in all branches of society,
men and women of every kind of status and occupation,
and, not least, children, with whom he was always so ready
to play or to tell his delightful stories. To me, his elder
son, he was all this and more—the inexpressible more that
is in the deep things of life.
Soon after his death, I took my mother with me to India,
stopping for a few days in the lovely cities of North Italy
before we embarked at Venice. My mother was very
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